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their age that while to be jilted may be a mishap, not to be
jilted is a calamity.
The truth of which later became sufficiently apparent in
this case too.
Right through the remains of the walls is sunk that famed
and ill-famed North-South shaft which Heinrich Schliemann
made when he was searching for the legendary 'Treasure of
Priam*. Ill-famed, because this shaft, driven through the layers
of successive civilizations without technical knowledge or
scientific precautions, is almost criminal in the eyes of modern
archaeology; famed, because it was the means of revealing
to that distinguished and enthusiastic man, whose hand Dame
Fortune guided, a phenomenal treasure, consisting of articles
and vessels of pure gold. It was, however, not, as its finder
believed, the treasure of Priam, but belonged to a period
which fell two layers, that is about seven hundred years, further
back than the Homeric city; but his discovery was none the
less an amazing piece of luck. Not long after, Schliemann
made another famous discovery, unearthing a second gold
treasure in Mycenae on the Greek mainland, dating back to
approximately the same period as the first. Eight years after
my visit to Troy, in 1924, I was fortunate enough to see the
Mycenae find in the National Museum in Athens, where it
filled an entire room.
In the time-lapse between the epoch to which these treasures
belong and the period of the Trojan war, the artistic style of the
Greek world scarcely altered, for the magnificent description
which the Odyssey gives us of Nestor's goblet might apply
almost word for word to some of the gold cups of Mycenae.
There are still several hypotheses current as to the actual
historical causes of the Trojan War, Just recently, E. Ferrer,
the well-known European archaeologist, has tried to prove,
successfully in my personal opinion, that the Empire of Atreus,
the father of Agamemnon and Menelaus, embraced, in
addition to a substantial part of the Greek motherland, a
strip of the coast of western Asia Minor, including Troy.